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2025 Vestry Members  
 
Carol Rice Sr. Warden       912-537-8590 

Len Edge Jr. Warden           912-423-9012 

Martha Dekle      912-261-8980 

Kristen Champion      678-634-9329 

Rebecca Miller      912-403-7531 

David Cheney      720-318-4990 

December 2025 

“And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS.”  Luke 1:31  

The Episcopal Church of the Annunciation   

Check out our Web site to find latest  
newsletter, calendar, sermons and more. 
Thank you to Scott Clements for his help 
in keeping website information updated.  

Opportunities to Participate in our Parish Life 
 

Study of the Nicene Creed 11:00 am, December 1, 8 & 15.  
Open to everyone. Sponsored by the Daughters of the King using  

the book & DVD We Believe written by Michael Carpenter. 
Held at Connie Deane’s home, 122 Coogan’s Bluff Rd. 

 
Angel Tree Second Sunday of Advent, December 7.  
Look for the Angel tree to be in the Narthex filled with  

Christmas wishes for children and families assigned to us  
by the local Salvation Army. Wrapped gifts with the angel  

ornament attached due Sunday, December 21. 
 

Episcopal Church Women Christmas Cookie  & Coffee Hour 
Sunday, December 14. Bring your favorite Christmas cookie  

to share. Donations to go to the Youth Fund for Summer Camp. 
 

Vestry Meeting, Sunday, December 14, at 11:45. 
 

Youth Christmas Gift Exchange, Lunch and Party with Santa 
Sunday, December 21, after the 10:30 am service. 

 
Advent Festival of Lessons and Hymns  

Fourth Sunday of Advent December 21, 10:30 am service. 
 

Greening of the Church 
 Sunday, December 21, after the10:30am service-Tuesday the 23rd.  

 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Eucharist  

Wednesday, December 24,5:00 pm with children’s  
Christmas Pageant. Reception following the services. 

 
The First Sunday after Christmas Day  

Morning Prayer, Sunday, December 28, No 8:00 am service.  
Rev. Denise gone December 25-30.  

 
Christmas Poinsettias 

Please make checks payable to Annunciation, earmarked  
“Flower Guild Christmas Flowers” Flowers are $25 each,  

 
Looking Ahead: Annual Meeting With Lunch 

Sunday, January 25, 11:45 am. 
 

Christian Education (Sunday School)  
9:30am for children and youth. Nursery is available every Sunday. 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Dear People of Annunciation, 

 

Here we are again at the beginning of a new church year with the start of the Advent Season on Sunday, November 30. 

“Advent,” means “coming” referring to both the “first coming of Jesus Christ in his birth at Christmas” and to his 

“second coming” on the Day of the Lord. The readings during Advent from the gospel of Matthew will focus on two 

important Advent themes: Christ’s return at the Second Coming and John the Baptist’s preparation for Jesus. Matthew 

will help us get ready for Jesus to be born and ready for Jesus to come back. 

 

Other ways to prepare and get ready during Advent might include: reading a Daily Devotional like Forward Day by 

Day or the Devotional “A Grand Miracle” by C.S. Lewis provided by the church. The Reverse Advent Calendar found 

in this Newsletter begins December 1st. Each day you add a grocery item to a box and on Christmas Eve or before,  

donate the contents to our food pantry. 

 

The Diocese is offering OneBook1Diocese for Advent, a group study of the book “The Stories We Live: Finding God’s 

Calling All Around Us,” by Kathleen Cahalan, professor of practical theology at Saint John’s University School of 

Theology and Seminary and director of the Collegeville Seminars. This book offers a chance to reflect on how our  

everyday lives invite us into our many and diverse callings. You can find additional information if you are interested  

in participating in From the Field.  

 

AdventWord provides a daily meditation, visual image, and invites your personal reflections via social media to share 

your own Advent journey with a worldwide community. Join the Diocese as we participate in Advent Word 2025, a 

global meditation practice shared on social media during the Advent season. Find out more at adventword.org. 
 
In prayer, study, and meditation, let us give voice to the hope set forth in the Scriptures: That the kingdom of Christ 

shall come. Happy Advent!! 

 

With the Love of Christ, Denise+ 

 

 

Christmas Meditation by Sarah Young 

Prepare your heart for the celebration of My birth. Listen to the voice of John the Baptist: “Prepare the way for the 

Lord; make straight paths for Him.”  

 

Christmas is the time to exult in My miraculous incarnation, when the Word became flesh and dwelt among you. I  

identified with mankind to the ultimate extent—becoming a Man and taking up residence in your world. Don’t let the 

familiarity of this astonishing miracle dull its effect on you. Recognize that I am the Gift above all gifts, and rejoice  

in Me! 

 

Clear out the clutter and open up your heart by pondering the wonders of My entrance into human history. View these 

events from the perspective of the shepherds, who were keeping watch over their flocks at night. They witnessed first 

one angel and then a multitude of them lighting up the sky, proclaiming: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 

Peace among those with whom He is pleased!”  

 

Gaze at the Glory of my birth, just as the shepherds did, and respond with childlike wonder. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015zRmlc-9lG5BRgWzn91EB2gLLuOXO2cPi5aIlygwIXYGL9qfKV9GZqEhmnaXtrZN6YhOcrbdpM2jZ05FfbBlBHdK7NBEjebH94Z8w-t_Y067-zjYOPM-xrvb1f3Spm_kc9nL1hV9iZsFtoKJ6aSGGGzk6Q2I-PSyEOHoHUEbcJFgBAuIRRgHjMxPRZJyxocf&c=jpXCzF_8g8PAQ4bzoezgNiW5uYbyt-tXo


 

 

 

 
Reverse Advent Calendar 

 
  Beginning December 1st, each day add an item to a box and on   

Christmas Eve or before, donate the contents to our food pantry. 

 
 

    December 1– box of cereal     December 13– canned beans 

    December 2– peanut butter     December 14– box of crackers 

    December 3-stuffing mix                 December 15– package of rice 

    December 4- boxed potatoes     December 16– package of oatmeal 

    December 5- macaroni and cheese    December 17– package of pasta 

    December 6- canned fruit                 December 18– spaghetti sauce 

    December 7– canned tomatoes                December 19– chicken noodle soup 

    December 8– canned meat     December 20– tomato soup 

    December 9 - dessert mix      December 21--can corn 

    December 10– jar of applesauce     December 22– can mixed vegetables 

    December 11– canned sweet potatoes    December 23– can carrots 

    December 12– cranberry sauce               December 24-can green beans 

 

Episcopal Church Women’s Angel Tree 
 

ECW is again sponsoring the Angel Tree this Christmas season.  
Look for the Angel Tree on the Second Sunday of Advent, December 7,  
filled with Christmas wishes for children and families assigned to us by  

the local Salvation Army, located in the narthex. Take one or more  
angels” to help with this Christmas outreach project; write your name  
and family letter from ornament on the sign-up sheet; and return the  
ornament(s) with gift(s) by Sunday, December 21st. Thank you.   

 



 

 

 

 
Christmas Service 

    
 Wednesday, December 24th Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  

5:00 pm Holy Eucharist Rite II 
Youth Christmas Pageant and reception following the service 

 
 

The Blessing of Christmas is that God put a baby in a manger. But the greater  
 blessing is that the baby didn’t stay there. Jesus is Emmanuel. God with us. 

                   
                    Youth Christmas Exchange, Lunch and Party with Santa 

                  Sunday, December  after the 10:30 Service 
 

Parents, please purchase a $10 gift for each of your children.  
Wrap it with their name on it and bring it to the party. Santa will then give 
your child their gift. This way each child will get something they will enjoy.  

 

   Episcopal Church Women Coffee Hour and Cookie Exchange 
 

Sunday, December 14, bring your favorite Christmas Cookies to share.  
Donations will go to the youth fund for summer camp at Honey Creek. 

Thank you…. 
 
To those who donated to Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas 
Child Shoeboxes, we were able to send 9 boxes.  

 Diocesan Convention Delegate Twalla Haley’s Thoughts 
 

Most enjoyable once again.  This time I was able to relax a little more, since I knew more  

what to expect. Met new people and renewed acquaintance with some from last year..  It's always  

enlightening when I get to experience a different Episcopal church and the way their service  

is some times handled in unfamiliar ways; but, the liturgy is the same.  Love Bishop Frank Logue's  

sermons..I always feel Spirit move when he speaks.  It truly is amazing how many congregations  

are represented at Convention.  It brings home how much larger a presence we have in the world.   

I hope that if you haven't experienced one of these Conventions, that you'll volunteer  

                in the future; cause it's a wonderful, educational and uplifting experience. 

 
 Twalla Haley 



 

 

                 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4   
 
Office 
Closed 

5 
 
Rev. Denise 
Off 

6 

7 The Second Sunday of Advent 
 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rt. II 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rt. II 
 
 

8 
 
 
 
Beekeepers 
Meeting  

at 6:00  
pm in the  
Parish  
Hall. 

9 10 11 
Office 
Closed 

12 
 
Rev. Denise 
Off 

13 

14 The Third Sunday of Advent 
 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rt. II 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rt. II 
 
ECW Cookie & Coffee Hour after 
the 10:30 service. 
 
Vestry Meeting at 11:45 

15 16 17 18 
Office 
Closed 

19 
Rev. Denise 
Off 

20 

21 The Fourth Sunday of  
     Advent 
 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rt. II 
10:30 am Advent Festival of 
Lessons and Hymns. 
 
Youth Christmas Gift Exchange 
Lunch and Party with Santa 
after the 10:30 service. 

22 
 

23 24 
 
 
 
 
Christmas 
Eve Can-
dlelight 
Eucharist 
5:00 pm. 

25 
 
 
 

 

Merry 

Christmas! 
 

 
 

26 
Rev. Denise 
Off 

27 

28 The First Sunday after    
Christmas Day 
 

8:00 am No Service 
10:30 am Morning Prayer  
 
 

29 30 31 
 
 

 
 
 
Happy 
New Year! 

   

 
 

      

December 2025 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Vestry Meeting Minutes – Annunciation – October 26, 2025 
 
Members Present:  The Very Rev. Denise Vaughn, Carol Rice, Len Edge, Martha Dekle, Kristen  
Champion, David Cheney; Member Absent:  Rebecca Miller  
 
Treasurer Absent:  Rebecca Miller; Clerk Absent:  Beverly Thompson 
 
Meeting was opened with prayer at 12:05 pm.  Vestry Meditation was completed.   
 
Vestry Meeting Minutes for September 2025 were reviewed; Carol moved to approve minutes, 2

nd
 by  

Kristen, motion passed. 
 
Financial Report: (Rev. Denise for Rebecca) Financial report for September 2025 was reviewed.  Income 
for September was $39,04725 and includes the $10,000 withdrawal that was made from Manry State 
Street Investment Account.  Expenses for September were $12,510.55. Net Income for September was  
$ 26,536.70.  Balance in Church Corporation Bank of America Investment Account as of September 30 
was $265,977.54. Balance in Max and Christy Manry Memorial State Street Investment Account as of  
September 30 is $162,523.94. Balance in Church Restricted Funds as of 8/31/2025 is $37,635.98.  Len 
moved to approve the September financial report, 2

nd
 by Kristen, motion passed.   

 
Senior Warden’s Report: No Report – Carol Absent 
 
Junior Warden’s Report: (Len) Two windows in Narthex continue to need sealing.  Weeding and trimming 
of shrubbery have been done.  Outside light on Parish Hall is not working. 
 
Rector’s Report: (Rev. Denise) No information regarding computer system yet.  Still working on allowing 
Zelle app to be used for donations; with Zelle, there is no cost to giver.  It’s time for our youth to consider 
attending camp at Honey Creek this summer.  Martha Dekle and Twalla Haley will attend Diocesan  
Convention in Statesboro on November 7-8 with Rev. Denise.  Daylight Savings Time ends on November 
2.  All Saints Sunday will be November 2 with Necrology and United Thank Offering Collection of Boxes.  
Episcopal Church Women’s Coffee Hour will be Sunday, November 2 after the 10:30 service.  Study of the 
Nicene Creed, sponsored by DOK, will be held at 11 AM on November 3, 10, and 17.  Samaritan’s Purse 
Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes are due Sunday, November 16.  Christ the King Sunday service will 
be celebrated on November 23 with giving pledges blessed at the altar and Thanksgiving dinner provided 
by the church after the 10:30 service.  Vestry meeting will be held on Sunday, November 23 at 12:30 pm.  
First Sunday of Advent will be November 30 with Morning Prayer service at 10:30 am and no 8 am service.  
Rev. Denise will be out of town November 25 – December 1.  Advent Wreath and Angel Tree will be  
available on Sunday, November 30.   
   
Business:  
 

1. Use of Zelle for electronic donations approved with general consent. 
2. Vestry nominees for 2026-2028 will be presented at November vestry meeting by Martha and Len, 
 who roll off in January. 
3. David will ask Walker Oxley to review our computer system and make recommendations. 
 

Ministry Area Reports:  Already covered.  
 
Meeting was adjourned at 1:10 pm with Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Martha Dekle 
 
Submitted by Martha Dekle, Vestry Member 



 

 

 

Our Parish Prayer List 
 
We pray for the safety and security of 
The United States of America and especially those serving our country.  
 
Missionaries:   
 
We add to the Prayer List this week 
We continue Prayers for 
Tonia Boswell, for comfort and healing. 
Brandy Parkey, Hiram Herrin’s daughter, for comfort and healing. 
Larry Miller, Ann Bowman’s son, for comfort and healing. 
Brandon Bowen, Beverly Thompson’s nephew, for comfort and healing. 
Deborah Collins, friend of Martha Dekle, for comfort. 
Geni Betts, friend of Larry & Susan Threlkeld, for comfort and healing. 
Jane Hall Williams, for comfort and healing. 
Brad Scoggin, Ann Bowman’s grandson, for comfort and healing. 
Erin Bozeman-Yacho, friend of Karen Hidalgo, for comfort and healing.  
Michael Holloway, friend of Len Edge, for comfort and healing. 
Parker Brown, friend of Jane Hall-Williams, for comfort and healing. 
Maggie Stoa, Teresa Barrera-Edge’s Aunt, for comfort and strength. 
Patrick Bowen, Beverly Thompson’s nephew, for comfort and healing. 
Maxine McCall, friend and neighbor to Beverly Thompson, for comfort and healing. 
Avis Peek, friend and neighbor to Burt & Johanna Derrick for comfort and healing. 
David and Leslie Hodges, friends of David Parker, for comfort and healing. 
Wilson Nash, Thom & Jane Hall-Williams’s nephew, for comfort and healing. 
Holly Mobley, Beverly Thompson’s friend, for comfort, strength and healing 
Fred Dennis, friends of Dennis and Therisa Ingley for healing. 
Roxanne Kimbell, for comfort and healing. 
Mel Svendsen, friend of Wes Chapman, for comfort and healing. 
Teresa Smith, friend of Beverly Thompson, for comfort and healing. 
Felicia Adams, friend of Beverly Thompson, for strength and comfort. 
 
Prayers for those who suffer with long-term illness 
Beccy Champion, Frank Champion’s mom for comfort and healing. 
Jesus Hernandez, for comfort and healing. 
Jenny, Brody, River & Bonnie Jones, Martha Dekle’s grandkids for healing. 
Beverly Thompson’s sister-in-law Mary, for comfort and healing.   
Mindy Coleman, Ann Bowman’s niece & Karen Hidalgo’s cousin, for comfort and healing. 
Danny, Christopher & Rob Bowen, family of Beverly Thompson, for comfort & healing. 
Sharon Lee, Shannon Martin’s mom, for comfort and healing. 
Johanna Derrick, for healing. 
Barbee Adams, for healing. 
Jane Fazio, Ann Bowman’s sister, for comfort and healing. 
 
Prayers for those who suffer from age related illnesses, and for the care-givers 
Barbara Creamer, friend of Jane Hall & Tom Williams for comfort and healing. 
Jan Louks, Shannon Martin’s grandmother, for comfort and healing. 
Brenda Williams, Thom William’s mom for comfort and healing. 
Ann Bowman, Karen Hidalgo’s mom for comfort and healing. 
Ruth Hopkins, Sherron Threlkeld’s mom, for comfort and healing. 
 
If you know of someone who should be added or removed from the list, please  
contact the Church office: 537-776 or theannunciation@bellsouth.net. 

 

 
December Birthdays:  

Harry Moses 1st; Brody Jones 7th; Katherine Moira Ladson 8th; Marianne Pereze 9th; Abigail Embry 

Chapman 16th; Shanna Edge 12th; Christie Roller 12th; Dyson Ingley 13th; Martha Dekle 17th; Carol Rice 

23rd; Travis Bentley Denmark 27th. 

 

December Anniversaries:  

Dennis & Therisa Ingley 19th; Larry & Susan Threlkeld 30th. 



 

 

 

The Episcopal Church of the Annunciation 
1512 Meadows Lane (Corner of Cheney Dr. & Meadows Lane) 
PO Box 1311                     
Vidalia, GA 30475 
 

 

Rector:  The Very Rev. Denise Vaughn, Phone: (660) 973-9330;  

Email: rev.denisecvaughn@gmail.com 

Church Office Phone (912) 537-3776    

Church Office Fax (912) 537-0608 

Church Office Email: theannunciation@bellsouth.net           

Web Site:  http://www.annunciationvidalia.org 

Facebook Fan Page LIKE:  http://www.facebook.com/Annunciation-Episcopal-Church-Vidalia-GA 
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE: In-Person Sunday Service  
  8:00 am  Holy Eucharist 
10:30 am  Holy Eucharist 
 

   Mission Statement 

 Mindful of God’s call to be His people, we, the parishioners of The Episcopal Church of the Annunciation,  

accept as our mission the growth and nurture of relationships with God, each other, and the community. 

 

Vision Statement 

Through our faith in God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit, we hope, pray, and work to share Christ’s love  

and to make a positive difference in the lives of each other, our community, and the world. 

 

 8:00 am Lector 
 

8:00 am 
 Eucharistic Minister 

10:30 a.m. Lector 10:30 am  
Eucharistic Minister 

December 7 Twalla Haley Rebecca Miller Burt Swancey Beverly Thompson 

December 14 Twalla Haley Rebecca Miller Martha Dekle Jack Dell 

December 21 Twalla Haley Rebecca Miller Hugh Jordan / Martha 
Dekle/Larry Threlkeld/

Burt Swancey 

 
No Eucharist 

December 24, 5:00 pm  ——— ——— Hugh Jordan Teresa Barrera-Edge 

December 28 Twalla Haley Rebecca Miller Hugh Jordan No Eucharist 

 Altar Guild Greeters/Bread & Wine Acolyte Alms/Usher 

December 7 Anne Roller Anne Roller Youth Anne Roller 

December 14  Christie Roller Christie Roller Youth Christie Roller 

December 21 Lynette Dell Lynette Dell Youth Lynette Dell 

December 24  Susan Threlkeld Susan Threlkeld Youth Susan Threlkeld 

December 28 Karen Hidalgo Karen Hidalgo Youth Karen Hidalgo 

 Special Reception Coffee or Lunch Collection Counter  

December 7  Beverly Thompson / Carol Rice  

December 14 ECW Christmas Cookie  
and Coffee Hour 

Jack Dell / Jane Hall-Williams  

December 21 Youth Christmas Gift Exchange, 
Lunch and Party with Santa. 

Hugh Jordan / Teresa Barrera-Edge  

December 24 Christmas Eve Reception ———————-  

December 28  Jane Hall-Williams / Beverly Thompson  

NOVEMBER 2025 SUNDAY SERVER SCHEDULE 

 


