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August 2025 

“And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS.”  Luke 1:31 

The Episcopal Church of the Annunciation  

Check out our Web site to find latest  
newsletter, calendar, sermons and more. 
Thank you to Scott Clements for his help 
in keeping website information updated.  

Opportunities to Participate in our Parish Life 

Toombs County Back to School Bash 
Saturday, August 2, 2025 at Southeastern Technical College,  

8:30 am to 10:30 am. If you would like to participate, please meet at STC 
8:00 am to set up. Pictures will be posted in the September Newsletter. 

Blessing of the Backpacks and School Supplies 
Sunday, August 3, at the 10:30 service.  

Each young person will receive a Back-to-School Blessing Kit. 

Church Audit Tuesday, August 5, at 5:00 pm 
Committee Members: Rebecca Miller, Hugh Jordan & Carol Rice. 

A church audit must be submitted to the Diocese by  
September 1st, annually. The internal controls checklist  

found in the Business Methods Manual is used. It is the official 
guide to overseeing the temporal affairs of congregations. 

Episcopal Church Women’s Coffee Hour 
Sunday, August 10, after the 10:30 service. 

Vestry Meeting, Sunday, August 24, at 11:45 am. 

Christian Education (Sunday School)  
9:30 am for adults. 10:30 for youth. Nursery is available every Sunday. 

Upcoming ECW Rummage Sale In The Fall  
Please bring any household items, accessories, and other treasures  

you are ready to part with to church office building.  Place them behind  
old altar (if room) or put them in Sunday School room that has the sink.  
Please do not bring adult clothing or adult shoes, but all other items are 
needed and welcome!  ECW will have Rummage Sale to replenish our 

funds in the Fall. If any questions, please call Beverly at (912) 293-2385. 

Nonperishable food needed for our church pantry 
Canned meats, soups with pop tops rice crackers oatmeal, cereal,  

shelf stable milk, snacks and fruit cups, soaps, cough drops  & candy. 
These are some of the items needed for the pantry. Also, frozen and 
freezable items such as hot dogs & buns, bread and sandwich meat.  

 ‘From the Field’ Diocesan Newsletter 
   Please sign up by going to gaepiscopal.org 

 click on news/events tab and fill out your information. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear People of Annunciation, 
 
As we head into August, the slow pace of July gives way to a slightly faster pace as school begins, summer 
winds down and the fall giving campaign quickly approaches. The theme for our fall giving campaign is Tell 
Out My Soul based upon Luke 1:46-47, And Mary

 
said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in 

God my Savior…”  Our souls magnify the Lord when we focus on the ways we are called to share our 
words, our actions, our love, and our joy with the world. The meditation by Bruce Rockwell below will help  
us begin our journey to tell out our souls to God and each other. With love, Denise+ 
 
Created in the Image of God     
 
“So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created 
them.” Genesis 1:27 
 
My early journey of discovery about what stewardship might mean in my life began when a mentor  
encouraged me to be mindful of this verse from the Book of Genesis that tell us we are created in the  
image of God. If I am created in the image of God, who is God? What are the characteristics of God in 
whose image I have been created? 
 
The first thing I realized is that God is a God of love. God loves humankind, loves us so much that God  
gave humankind the gift of God’s own son, Jesus. God loves me so much that God has given me all that I 
am and all that I call mine. So, if God is a God of love, and I am created in that image, I am called to love  
as God loves. Now I can never love as God loves, but, if I am to be true to who God created me to be, I 
must strive to be a better lover each and every day. I must strive to love as God loves. 
 
The next thing I realized is that God is also a God of forgiveness. God loves us so much that God forgives 
us again and again and again. God loves us so much that God forgives us even when we fall short of the 
mark. This has been a tremendous discovery or realization for me. Prior to stewardship becoming an  
important part of my life, I did not understand or Helping People Live Generously realize the forgiving  
nature of God. I used to be in fear of the judgment day, because I knew I was a sinner and continually fell 
short of the mark of what God wanted me to do and to be. But, as a result of my discovery about God, I  
realized that God indeed forgives me. What a liberating discovery that was! And, as one created in the  
image of God, I am called to forgive as God forgives. Again, I can never be as forgiving as God is, but I  
can strive to be better each and every day of my life. 
 
Finally, I quickly realized that God is generous. Again, God loves us so much that God gave us the gift  
of God’s own son, Jesus, who gives us a window into who God is. God is indeed generous. God gives  
and gives and gives again. God has given me all that I call mine. And I am called to be generous as God  
is generous. Again, I will never, can never be as generous as God. But I can strive to be more generous 
each day. Indeed my journey as a steward of creation compels me to strive to be more generous each  
and every day of my life.  
 
So, my journey of discovery about God had led me to the realization that as a steward of all of God’s good 
gifts, I am called to love as God loves; I am called to forgive as God forgives; and I am called to be  
generous as God is generous. 

TENS The Episcopal Network for Stewardship 



 

 

 

            Blessing of the Backpacks and School Supplies 

  

            Sunday, August 3, at the 10:30 service. 

 Each young person will receive a Back-to-School Blessing Kit. 

United Thank Offering: Over $1M awarded for projects  

focused on water access, sanitation, education 

June 26, 2025 

Office of Public Affairs 

  
The Episcopal Church Executive Council recently approved more than $1 million in United Thank Offering 

grants supporting 27 innovative mission and ministry projects focused on water-related issues around the 

world. 

 

Projects range from a reverse osmosis filtration system to combat lead-contaminated drinking water in 

Western Louisiana to indoor plumbing at a South Dakota congregation to water-saving agricultural  

projects in Tanzania and California’s Central Valley. 

 

The funds come from the United Thank Offering’s yearly Ingathering, which includes monies collected in 

“blue boxes” at Episcopal churches, designated as thank offerings. 

 

This is the final round of a three-year United Thank Offering grant focus on areas of ministry based on 

Matthew 25:31-46. This year’s grants fund projects that address sanitation; access to water; and water 

education or climate change mitigation. The 2023 and 2024 United Thank Offering grants supported 42 

projects related to the worldwide incarceration crisis and welcoming “the stranger.” 

 

“The grant awards emphasize both the physical and spiritual importance of water in our lives,” said Karin 

Elsen, president of the United Thank Offering board. “These funds will be used for the construction of 

many practical things, such as showers and wells, while also fostering service, hospitality, and renewal 

through the projects. Many lives will be positively impacted.” 

 

The UTO Board received about $2 million in requests from 43 applications. It was able to fund 27 projects 

within The Episcopal Church and Anglican Communion, including three historical grants. 

 

Since its founding in 1889, United Thank Offering has awarded 5,475 grants worth more than $148  

million. Learn more about this ministry of The Episcopal Church. 

 

Look for the UTO boxes and envelopes in the Narthex. Filled boxes will be  

collected on All Saints Sunday, November 2. 

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/publicaffairs/united-thank-offering-over-1m-awarded-for-projects-addressing-incarceration-crisis/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/publicaffairs/united-thank-offering-over-1m-awarded-for-projects-welcoming-the-stranger/


 

 

 

 

Everyone Welcome at DOK Study of The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Daughters of the King is offering a study of The Lord’s Prayer:  

The Meaning and Power of the Prayer Jesus Taught, by Adam Hamilton.   

Rebecca Miller will lead the study in the home of Connie Deane at 122 Coogan’s Bluff Road  

in Vidalia.  It will begin on Monday, August 4, at 11:00 am, with a meet and greet and overview  

of the study plan.  All are welcome to join us!  Attendees will have the option of going  

to lunch together after the study.  Please contact Beverly Thompson at 912-293-2385  

if you would like to participate, or if you need more information.   

 
Thank You! 
 
To everyone who donated school supplies for J.D. Dickerson 
Elementary School and bottled water for the Back to School 
Bash. We are also thankful for those who participated in the  
Back to School Bash. 

 
Altar Flowers 

Altar flowers are available for dedication, memorial  
or in thanksgiving. The cost is $50 for one. 

 

 Sanctuary Lamp 
     Available for dedication at the cost of $10.   

 

We started the Mentor Toombs program last year at Lyons Primary 

School. It was a huge success; we trained twelve awesome mentors to 

mentor students in 2nd grade. This is our second year and Rhonda and 

I are so excited to provide the training this go round. Please consider 

committing to an hour a week this school year and invest in the lives of 

children in our county. This is a LITERACY program so your job as a 

mentor would mainly be to read to students and listen to students read. 

Check out the attached flyer and let us know if you are interested. 

Please feel free to share with your circle of friends and acquaintances.  

  
Toombs Family Connection 
Paige Williamson, Director 
100 Vidalia Sweet Onion Drive 
Vidalia, GA 30474 
(912) 245-2542" 
Committed to making measurable improvements for Toombs County 
families and children".  



 

                Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     
 

1 
Rev.  
Denise 
off 

2 
Toombs 
County 
Back to 
School Bash 
at South-
eastern 
Technical 
College 8:30
-10:30 am. 

3 The Eighth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rt. II 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rt. II 

 
Blessing of the Backpacks and 
School Supplies. 

4 
 
Daughters of 
the King Book 
Study 11:00 

am. 
 
 
Beekeepers  
Meeting in the 
parish hall. 

5 
 
School  
begins. 
 

 
Church  
Audit at 
5:00 pm 

6 7 
Office 
Closed 

8 
Rev.  
Denise 
off 

9 

10 The Ninth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rt. II 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rt. II 
 
ECW Coffee Hour after the 
10:30 service. 

11 
 
Daughters of 
the King Book 
Study 11:00 
am. 

12 13 14 
Office 
Closed 

15 
Rev.  
Denise 
off 

16 

17 The Tenth Sunday after 
Pentecost  
  
8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rt. II 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rt. II 
 
 
 

18 
 
Daughters of 
the King Book 
Study 11:00 
am. 

19 
 

20 21 
Office 
Closed 

22 
Rev.  
Denise 
off 

23 
 

24 The Eleventh Sunday after 
Pentecost 
 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rt. II 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rt. II 
 
Vestry Meeting at 11:45 

25 
 
Daughters of 
the King Book 
Study 11:00 
am. 

26 27 28 
Office 
Closed 

29 
Rev.  
Denise 
off 

30 

31 The Twelfth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rt. II 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rt. II 
 

Youth Sunday 
 

      

August 2025 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Vestry Meeting Minutes – Annunciation – June 22, 2025 
 
Members Present:  The Very Rev. Denise Vaughn, Carol Rice, Martha Dekle, Rebecca Miller, Len Edge, 
Kristen Champion 
 
Member Absent:  David Cheney; Treasurer Present:  Rebecca Miller; Clerk Absent:  Beverly Thompson 
 
Meeting was opened with prayer at 12:15 pm. 
 
Vestry Meeting Minutes for May 2025 will be sent by email for review and approval. 
 
Financial Report: (Rebecca) Financial report for May 2025 was reviewed.  Income for May was $7,496.00.  
Expenses were $13,335.89. Net Income for May was $-5,839.89.  Income and expenses were typical for 
May.  Report of balance in Church Corporation Bank of America Investment Account will be received at the 
end of July; balance as of March 31 was $245,859.83. Balance in Max and Christy Manry Memorial State 
Street Investment Account at end of May is $174,560.89.  Withdrawal of $15,000.00 from the Manry  
Memorial State Street Investment Account (that was approved at May meeting) has been requested; the 
withdrawal will show up in the reported account balance in June.  Rebecca reviewed the Restricted Funds 
Reconcilement Report, which is presented in a new format; this format will be used going forward and will 
improve accuracy.  Len moved to approve the May financial report, 2

nd
 by Kristen, motion passed. 

 
Senior Warden’s Report: (Carol) No report. 
 
Junior Warden’s Report: (Rev. Denise and Len) Hiram has been working on the shrubbery.  A second pair 
of trimmers was purchased during the Father’s Day sale at Lowe’s.  Hiram is going to clean the gutters.  
Two new blinds are needed in Rev. Denise’s office.  Curtains in Karen Hidalgo’s office have been washed 
and ironed. Elite Comfort Systems has completed the cosmetic work on the vent in the Narthex. 
 
Rector’s Report: (Rev. Denise) On Sunday July 6, a Fourth of July Covered Dish will be held in Parish Hall; 
hamburgers and hotdogs will be provided.  ECW Coffee Hour will be held on Sunday, July 20

th
.  Back to 

School Bash will be held on Saturday, August 2 from 8:30 to 10:30 am; 8-oz bottles of water are being  
collected for the School Bash event.  The first day of school in Vidalia is August 5; school supplies for JD 
Dickerson Primary are being collected. 
 
Business: 

1. Carol moved to approve the purchase of new prayer books using Memorial Funds, 2
nd

 by Martha, 
motion passed. 

2. Rev. Denise presented a Notice of Accord that has been received from Diocesan Office.  It states 
that Rev. William Willoughby, III will canonically reside in Diocese of Georgia with no priestly duties; 
terms of this Accord were accepted on 5/26/2025 and will be in effect until a review is completed in 
one year.  All clergy and vestry members in Diocese of Georgia are duly notified of the Accord. 

 
Ministry Reports:  Already covered. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 1:00 pm with Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Martha Dekle 

 

Submitted by Martha Dekle, Vestry Member 



 

 

 

Our Parish Prayer List 
 
We pray for the safety and security of 
The United States of America and especially those serving our country.  
 
Missionaries:   
 
We add to the Prayer List this week 
Jane Hall Williams, for comfort and healing. 
Brad Scoggin, Ann Bowman’s grandson& Karen Hidalgo’s niece, for comfort and healing. 
We continue Prayers for 
Erin Bozeman-Yacho, friend of Karen Hidalgo, for comfort and healing.  
Michael Holloway, friend of Len Edge, for comfort and healing. 
Parker Brown, friend of Jane Hall-Williams, for comfort and healing. 
Ted Hutcheson, JoAnne Hutcheson’s husband, for comfort and healing. 
Jan Louks, Shannon Martin’s grandmother, for comfort and healing. 
Maggie Stoa, Teresa Barrera-Edge’s Aunt, for comfort and strength. 
Beccy Champion, Frank Champion’s mom for comfort and healing. 
Sam Riles, Abigail Embry’s nephew, for comfort and continued grace. 
Patrick Bowen, Beverly Thompson’s nephew, for comfort and healing. 
Maxine McCall, friend and neighbor to Beverly & Chuck Thompson, for comfort and healing. 
Avis Peek, friend and neighbor to Burt & Johanna Derrick for comfort and healing. 
David and Leslie Hodges, friends of David Parker, for comfort and healing. 
Brenda Williams, Thom William’s mom for comfort and healing. 
Barbara Creamer, friend of Jane Hall & Tom Williams for comfort and healing. 
Wilson Nash, Thom & Jane Hall-Williams’s nephew, for comfort and healing. 
Holly Mobley, Beverly Thompson’s friend, for comfort, strength and healing 
Fred Dennis, friends of Dennis and Therisa Ingley for healing. 
Roxanne Kimbell, for comfort and healing. 
Mel Svendsen, friend of Wes Chapman, for comfort and healing. 
Teresa Smith, friend of Beverly Thompson, for comfort and healing. 
Felicia Adams, friend of Beverly Thompson, for strength and comfort. 
 
Prayers for those who suffer with long-term illness 
Jesus Hernandez, for comfort and healing. 
Jenny, Brody, River & Bonnie Jones, Martha Dekle’s grandkids for healing. 
Beverly Thompson’s sister-in-law Mary, for comfort and healing.   
Mindy Coleman, Ann Bowman’s niece & Karen Hidalgo’s cousin, for comfort and healing. 
Danny, Christopher & Rob Bowen, family of Beverly Thompson, for comfort & healing. 
Sharon Lee, Shannon Martin’s mom, for comfort and healing. 
Johanna Derrick, for healing. 
Barbee Adams, for healing. 
Tom Anderson, Crystal Anderson’s dad, for comfort and healing. 
Jane Fazio, Ann Bowman’s sister, for comfort and healing. 
 
Prayers for those who suffer from age related illnesses, and for the care-givers 
Brenda Williams, Thom William’s mom for comfort and healing. 
Ann Bowman, Karen Hidalgo’s mom for comfort and healing. 
Patton Gillis, and for caregiver, Karen Gillis. 
Ruth Hopkins, Sherron Threlkeld’s mom, for comfort and healing. 
 
If you know of someone who should be added or removed from the list, please  
contact the Church office: 537-776 or theannunciation@bellsouth.net. 

 

 
August Birthdays:  

Eleanor Martinez 5th; Caroline Butehorne 22nd; Paul Threlkeld 24th; Heath Davis 24th;  

Jesus Hernandez 25th; Ansley Threlkeld 26th; Alexa Britton 26th; Alison Champion 26th. 

 

August Anniversaries: 

John & Sue Ladson 28th. 



 

 

 

The Episcopal Church of the Annunciation 
1512 Meadows Lane (Corner of Cheney Dr. & Meadows Lane) 
PO Box 1311                     
Vidalia, GA 30475 
 

 

Rector:  The Very Rev. Denise Vaughn, Phone: (660) 973-9330;  

Email: rev.denisecvaughn@gmail.com 

Church Office Phone (912) 537-3776    

Church Office Fax (912) 537-0608 

Church Office Email: theannunciation@bellsouth.net           

Web Site:  http://www.annunciationvidalia.org 

Facebook Fan Page LIKE:  http://www.facebook.com/Annunciation-Episcopal-Church-Vidalia-GA 
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE: In-Person Sunday Service  
  8:00 am  Holy Eucharist 
10:30 am  Holy Eucharist 
 

   Mission Statement 

 Mindful of God’s call to be His people, we, the parishioners of The Episcopal Church of the Annunciation,  

accept as our mission the growth and nurture of relationships with God, each other, and the community. 

 

Vision Statement 

Through our faith in God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit, we hope, pray, and work to share Christ’s love  

and to make a positive difference in the lives of each other, our community, and the world. 

 

 8:00 am Lector 
 

8:00 am 
 Eucharistic Minister 

10:30 a.m. Lector 10:30 am  
Eucharistic Minister 

August 3 ______________________ Rebecca Miller Burt Swancey Teresa Barrera-Edge 

August 10 Twalla Haley Rebecca Miller Martha Dekle  Harry Moses 

August 17 Twalla Haley __________________ Hugh Jordan Beverly Thompson 

August 24 Twalla Haley Rebecca Miller Burt Swancey Jack Dell 

August 31 Twalla Haley Rebecca Miller Larry Threlkeld / Youth Frank Champion 

 Altar Guild Greeters/Bread & Wine Acolyte Alms/Usher 

August 3 Anne Roller Anne Roller Youth Anne Roller 

August 10  Christie Roller Christie Roller Youth Christie Roller 

August 17 Lynette Dell Lynette Dell Youth Lynette Dell 

August 24  Susan Threlkeld Susan Threlkeld Youth Susan Threlkeld 

August 31 Karen Hidalgo Karen Hidalgo Youth Karen Hidalgo 

 Special Reception Coffee or Lunch Collection Counter  

August 3  Jack Dell 
Teresa Barrera-Edge 

 

August 10 ECW Coffee Hour Martha Dekle  
Jane Hall-Williams 

 

August 17  
 

Hugh Jordan 
Beverly Thompson 

 

August 24  Jack Dell 
Carol Rice 

 

August 31  Jane Hall-Williams 
Hugh Jordan 

 

AUGUST 2025 SUNDAY SERVER SCHEDULE 
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