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Email: theannunciation@bellsouth.net 
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2023 Vestry Members  
 
Twalla Haley Sr. Warden       912-245-3002 

Frank Champion Jr Warden       912-245-0822 

Beverly Thompson      912-293-2385 

Carol Rice      912-537-8590 

Martha Dekle      912-261-8980 

Len Edge       254-253-0298 

December 2023 

“And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS.”  Luke 1:31  

The Episcopal Church of the Annunciation   

Check out our Web site to find latest  
newsletter, calendar, sermons and more. 
Thank you to Scott Clements for his help 
in keeping website information updated.  

 OPPORTUNITIES TO PARTICIPATE IN OUR PARISH LIFE  
 

Christian Education (Sunday School)  
9:30am for the Adults every Sunday. 

 December 3rd & 17th at 10:20 am. for children and youth,  
Nursery is available every Sunday.  

 
First Sunday of Advent Sunday, December 3.  

Look for the Angel tree to be in the Narthex filled with  
Christmas wishes for children and families assigned to us  
by the local Salvation Army. Wrapped gifts with the angel  

ornament attached due Sunday, December 17th. 
 

Episcopal Church Women Christmas Cookie Coffee Hour 
Sunday, December 10, 2023.  

Bring your favorite Christmas cookie to share.  
Donations to go to the Youth Fund for Summer Camp. 

 

Chili (Three Meat or Vegetarian) Dinner 
To raise funds for the Restricted Building and Maintenance. Wednesday, 

December 13, 4:30-7:00 pm in the Parish Hall. Tickets are $15 and  
will be available to purchase Sunday’s at church and in the church office.  

 
Menu will include: meat or vegetable chili, corn muffin and dessert. 

 
Vestry Meeting, Sunday, December 17, at 11:45. 

 
Youth Christmas Gift Exchange, Lunch and Party with Santa 

Sunday, December 17 after the 10:30 service. 
 

Greening of the Church 
Begins, Monday, December 18th through the 23rd. 

 
Advent Lessons & Hymns  

December 24th 10:30 am Fourth Sunday of Advent.  
No Eucharist & no 8:00am service. 

 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Eucharist 5:00 pm  

Sunday, December 24,5:00 pm with children’s Christmas Pageant . 
Reception following the services. 

 
The First Sunday after Christmas Day December 31st 

10:30 am Morning Prayer Rt II. No 8:00 am service.  
 

Reverse Advent Calendar for the Church Pantry 
With list of needed items on page 4. Bring your items into the  

Narthex or Church office. Thank you for your donations.  



 

 

 

Dear People of Annunciation, 

 

Matthew writes in his gospel chapter 1 vss. 18-23, “Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in 

this way….She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their 

sins. All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: Look, the virgin 

shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel, which means, God is with us.” 

 

An Experience of the Holy Presence by William Porcher Dubose 

 

“Three cadets (at The Citadel, Charleston, SC), returning from a long march and a series of  

encampments, and a brief stoppage at their common home, spent on their way back to their garrison  

a night in a certain city, and returned at midnight hilarious and weary from what was called a “roaring 

farce” at the little theatre, to occupy one bed at the crowded hotel. In a moment the others were in bed 

and asleep. There was no apparent reason why I should not have been so too or why it should have 

just then occurred to me that I had not of late been saying my prayers. Perfectly unconscious and  

unsuspicious of anything unusual, I knelt to go through the form, when of a sudden there swept over  

me a feeling of the emptiness and unmeaningness of the act and of my whole life and self. I leapt to my 

feet trembling, and then that happened which I can only describe by saying that a light shone about me 

and a Presence filled the room. At the same time an ineffable joy and peace took possession of me 

which it is impossible either to express or explain. I continued I know not how long, perfectly conscious 

of, simply but intensely feeling, the Presence, and fearful, by any movement, of breaking the spell. I 

went to sleep at last praying that it was no passing illusion, but that I should awake to find it an abiding 

reality…God has His ways of coming to us, of entering into our world and into our life and making them 

new: heaven is with us when our eyes are open to see it… 

 

After the spiritual crisis (passed), I returned to my natural habits and duties, the form which the  

intervening change in me assumed was mainly that of a sensitized and transfigured-not only  

consciousness, but conscience. I had sense of walking in the light, and of at least desiring and  

intending to have no darkness in me at all.” 

 

God has ways of coming to us; providing us with many signs of His presence. Some of these signs we 

accept and recognize; others we see but fail to recognize as God’s presence because we are not open 

to it. Yet, God is with us! God is with us in those around us, in the beauty of creation, and in the  

Christmas child named Jesus. The proof is positive; the verdict is in—God is with us! God in Jesus 

came to us as a human baby in a manger to show us God’s presence and love. In this Advent season, 

let us turn to God again as our preparation begins to welcome the coming of God’s Son in history. Let 

us seek to recognize the many ways in which God comes to us and is with us-Emmanuel! 

 

With the love of Christ, 

 

Denise+ 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

    Reverse Advent Calendar 
 

    Beginning December 1st, each day add an item to a box and on   

    Christmas Eve or before, donate the contents to our food pantry. 

      
December 1– box of cereal     December 13– canned beans 

December 2– peanut butter     December 14– box of crackers 

December 3-stuffing mix     December 15– package of rice 

December 4- boxed potatoes     December 16– package of oatmeal 

December 5- macaroni and cheese    December 17– package of pasta 

December 6- canned fruit     December 18– spaghetti sauce 

December 7– canned tomatoes    December 19– chicken noodle soup 

December 8– canned meat     December 20– tomato soup 

December 9 - dessert mix     December 21--can corn 

December 10– jar of applesauce    December 22– can mixed vegetables 

December 11– canned sweet potatoes   December 23– can carrots 

December 12– cranberry sauce              December 24-can green beans 

    Angel Tree 
 
ECW is again sponsoring the Angel Tree this Christmas season.  

Look for the Angel Tree located in the Narthex, filled with  

Christmas wishes for children and families assigned to us by  

the local Salvation Army. Take one or more “Angels” to help with this Christmas outreach 

project; write your name and family letter from ornament on the sign-up sheet; and return 

    ornament(s) with gift(s) by Sunday, December 17th. Thank you. 

Christmas Flowers and Decorations 
 

 The Flower Guild will soon be purchasing Christmas Flowers and  

decorations for   the Altar, Windows and Doors. If you have a loved  

one you wish to remember, please complete the order form in the  

Sunday bulletin and return it to the Church office, or you may place It in  

the offertory plate. Please make checks payable to Annunciation,  

  earmarked “Flower Guild Christmas Flowers” Flowers are $25 each, but any  

          amount may be given to offset the Flower Guild expenses. Our Thanks to each of you! 

Thank You’s…. 
 
Thank you to everyone who donated the shoeboxes delivered to  

Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child. We were able to send 12 

boxes to brighten a child’s holiday.  



 

 

 

Episcopal Church Women Christmas Cookie & Coffee Hour 
 

  Sunday, December 10, 2023. Bring your favorite  
  Christmas cookies to share with everyone.  
 Donations will go to the youth fund for summer camp. 

         Youth Christmas Gift Exchange, Lunch & Party with Santa 

         Sunday, December 17th after the 10:30 service. 
 

Parents, please purchase no more than a $10 gift for each of your children.  
Wrap it with their name on it and bring it to the party. Santa will then give your  

child their gift. This way each child will get something they will enjoy. 

1Book1Diocese for Advent 2023  Copies of the Study Guide can be found in the Narthex 

 

December 24th Advent Lessons and Hymns.  

10:30 am No Eucharist & no 8:00am service. 

    
December 24th Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

5:00 pm Holy Eucharist Rite II 
Youth Christmas Pageant and reception following the service 

 
The Blessing of Christmas is that God put a baby in a manger. But the greater  

    blessing is that the baby didn’t stay there. Jesus is Emmanuel. God with us.  



 

 

 
                Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

    1 2 

3 The First Sunday  
of Advent 
 
 8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rt. II 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rt. II 

 
Angel Tree  

4 
 
Bee Keepers 
Meeting 
6:00 pm in 

the Parish 
Hall. 
 
 

5 6 7 
Office closed 
 

8 
Office 
closed 

9 

10 The Second Sunday  
of Advent 
 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rt. II 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rt. II 
 
Episcopal Church Women 
Cookie & Coffee Hour after the 
10:30 service all proceeds go 
to the Youth Fund 
 

11 
 

12 13 
 
 
Chili  
Dinner  
4:30 to 
7:00 pm. 
In the 
Parish 
Hall. 

14 
Office closed 
 
 
 

15 
Office 
closed 
 
 

16 

17 The Third Sunday  
of Advent 
 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rt. II 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rt. II 
 
Vestry Meeting at 11:45 
 
12:00 pm Youth Gift Exchange 
Lunch & Party with Santa. 
 
Angel Tree Gifts Due Today 

18 
 
 
Greening of 
the Church 
begins  
today 
through the 
23rd. 

19 

 
 

Greening of 
the Church 

20 
 
 
Greening 
of the 
Church 

21 
Office closed 
 
Greening of 
the Church 
 
 

22 
Office 
closed 
 
Greening 
of the 
Church 
 
 

23 
 
 
Greening of 
the Church 

24 The Fourth Sunday of  
Advent 
 
 No 8:00 am service  
10:30 am Advent Lessons & 

Hymns 
=========================== 
 
Christmas Eve Service  
5:00 pm Holy Eucharist Rt. II 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Ser-
vice with Children’s Pageant 
 

25 
Merry 
Christmas 
 
 

 
The Nativity 
of our Lord 
Jesus Christ 

26 27 28 
Office closed 
 
 

29 
 

30 

31 The First Sunday after 
Christmas Day 
 
No 8:00 am service. 
10:30 Morning Prayer Rt. II 
 

 
 

 
 

    

 December 2023 



 

 

 

Our Parish Prayer List 
 

We pray for the safety and security of 

The United States of America and especially those serving our country: now serving in the military.  
Samantha Leamy, Anne Childers daughter serving in the U.S. Air Force. 
 

Missionaries:  Dennis & Donna Reed in Malawi, Africa. 

 

We add to the Prayer List this week 

Frank Champion’s mom, for comfort and healing. 

We continue Prayers for 

Tonia Boswell, Twalla Haley’s daughter, for comfort and healing. 
Nathan Taylor, Twalla Haley’s grandson, for guidance and support. 

Betty Jo Sadler, for comfort and healing. 

Crystle May, friend of Abigail Chapman, for comfort and healing. 
Patrick Bowen, Beverly Thompson’s nephew, for comfort and healing. 
Maxine McCall, friend and neighbor to Beverly & Chuck Thompson, for comfort and healing. 
Avis Peek, friend and neighbor to Burt & Johanna Derrick for comfort and healing. 
Cathy, Jerry Yates’s sister, for comfort and healing. 
Steven and Chelsey Parkey, for comfort and healing. 
David and Leslie Hodges, friends to David Parker, for comfort and healing. 
The Most Rev. Bishop Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop, for comfort and healing. 
Barbara Creamer, friend of Jane Hall & Tom Williams for comfort and healing. 
Mike Stocky, nephew to Tom & Betty Jo Sadler, for comfort and healing. 
Finta Beasley, friend of the Derrick family, for comfort and healing. 
Peggy Collins, friend to Jean Szatkowski, for healing. 
Fred Dennis, friends of Dennis and Therisa Ingley for healing. 
Roxanne Kimbell, for comfort and healing. 
Mel Svendsen, friend of Wes Chapman, for comfort and healing. 
Grace Alexander for comfort and healing. 
JoAnne, for healing.  
Quinten Turpin, for comfort and healing. 
Todd Alexander, for healing. 
Teresa Smith, friend of Beverly Thompson, for comfort and healing. 
Jack & Pat Childers, for comfort and healing. 
Felicia Adams, friend of Beverly Thompson, for strength and comfort. 
Fran Williams, for comfort and healing. 
 

Prayers for those who suffer with long-term illness 

Mindy Coleman, Ann Bowman’s niece, for comfort and healing. 
Mark Szatkowsky, for comfort and healing. 
Chuck Thompson and his sister Mary, for comfort and healing. 
Danny, Christopher & Rob Bowen, family of Beverly Thompson, for comfort & healing. 
Sharon Lee, Shannon Martin’s mom, for comfort and healing. 
Johanna Derrick, for healing. 
Barbee Adams for healing. 
Mark Quigley, friend of Jane Hall for comfort and healing. 
Lisa Bozeman, Ann Bowman’s daughter,& Karen Hidalgo’s sister, for comfort and healing. 
 

Prayers for those who suffer from age related illnesses, and for the care-givers  

Patton Gillis, and for care-giver, Karen Gillis.  
Ann Bowman, for comfort and healing. 
Ruth Hopkins, Sherron Threlkeld’s mom, for comfort and healing. 
Brenda Williams, Thom Williams mom for comfort and healing. 
 

If you know of someone who should be added or removed from the list, please contact the Church office:  537-3776 or theannuncia-

tion@bellsouth.net .  

December Birthdays: Harry Moses 1st; Natalie Rau 1st; Brody Jones 7th; Katherine Moira 
Ladson 8th; Marianne Perez 9th; Abigail Embry 12th; Shanna Edge 12th; Christie Roller 12th; 
Dyson Ingley 13th; Martha Dekle 15th; Carol Rice 23. 
 

December Anniversaries: Dennis & Therisa Ingley 19th; Larry & Susan Threlkeld 30th. 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

                      



 

 

 

Vestry Meeting Minutes – Annunciation – October 15, 2023 at 11:45 am 
 
Members Present:  The Very Reverend Denise Vaughn, Twalla Haley, Frank Champion, Carol Rice, Martha Dekle,  
Len Edge; Member/Clerk Absent: Beverly Thompson; Treasurer Not in Attendance:  Rebecca Miller 
 
Meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. Denise at 12:20 pm after lunch was enjoyed by all. 
Vestry Meditation was omitted. 
 
Vestry Meeting minutes for September 2023 were reviewed; Frank moved to approve minutes, 2

nd
 by Len, motion passed. 

 
Financial Report: (Rev. Denise for Rebecca) Financial Report for September 2023 was presented.  September  
income was $6365.  September expenses were $12,634.64. Net income for September was  $-6269.64.  Frank moved to  
approve the September Financial Report, 2nd by Twalla, motion passed. 
 
Senior Warden’s Report: (Twalla) – No report. 
 
Junior Warden’s Report: (Frank) Frank said that latticework screen behind parish hall kitchen needs to be replaced with PVC 
pipe instead of wood. He suggests that we use Restricted Memorial Funds and place a plaque to honor the donor.  He will use 
church account at Handy Andy for materials.  Hot water heater is still on to-do list.  Timewise he cannot take care of water  
erosion around the retaining wall and tree.  Rev. Denise will see about hiring Hiram to take care of it and pay him $12 per hour.  
Frank said that’s fine with him, but he would like to let Hiram know what we expect before he starts the job. 
 
Rector’s Report: (Rev. Denise) Stewardship letters have been sent out.  Cost of church’s property insurance is  
increasing to around $2000 more, effective first of year 2024.  Increase is due to property values going up, repair and  
maintenance costs increasing, and significant Diocesan losses due to hurricanes and tornadoes.  Frank suggested that Rev. 
Denise check into reducing the increase by asking about raising the deductible to possibly $5000, $7500, or even $10,000.  
Rev. Denise will do that and report back at next month’s meeting.  Martha Dekle has requested that Rev. Denise perform a 
wedding on Friday, October 20

th
 for her daughter Sonya Crosby and Stanley “Andy” Calhoun.  Rev. Denise advised that the 

computer used for streaming Sunday services has died; cost to replace is $780.44.  She feels that we don’t need to replace it  
at this time, unless another Covid outbreak causes sheltering again. Next Vestry Meeting will be November 12

th
 instead of  

November 19
th
, due to the Celebration Sunday and Thanksgiving Dinner on  

the 19
th
. 

 
Business: 

1. Vestry decided with General Consent to move $1000 from Ameris money market account to checking  
 account; vestry also decided with General Consent to move $10,000 from Manry Memorial State Street Global account 
 into checking account; these steps are being taken in order to make payments that are  
 due and leave a surplus towards the end of the year. 
2. Regarding the planned dinner in October to raise funds for the Building and Maintenance Fund, the church is  
 buying the chicken and rolls.  Rebecca Miller is making potato salad.  Rev. Denise is cooking green beans, and Carol 

Rice is taking care of dessert.  Rev. Denise will get paper goods from Heritage.  Frank is smoking chicken at the 
church.  All agreed that we will not have a dinner in November due to the many commitments that  

 November brings. 
3. Rev. Denise has had a phone request for usage of the church and parish hall for the wedding of Ashley Veneghast on 

Dec. 16
th
.  Frank moved that we charge rent of $1000, seconded by Len, motion passed. 

4. Nominating committee presented two candidates to serve on vestry in 2024-2026:  Kristen Champion and Carol Rice will 
be presented and voted on at Annual Meeting in January 2024. 

5. Additional revisions to Annunciation Bylaws were made.  Frank moved to approve the revisions made today and in recent 
meetings, 2

nd
 by Len, motion passed.  Rev. Denise will send the revised Bylaws to the Diocesan Chancellor, who will 

look over them and make recommendations.  Then the amendments will be presented for approval at Annual Meeting 
in January 2024. 

6. Martha Dekle will attend Diocesan Convention on November 10-11 as voting delegate; Len Edge may attend as second 
voting delegate. Rev. Denise will attend as Rector. 

 
Ministry Area Reports:  Already covered. 
 
Meeting was adjourned with Lord’s Prayer. 

Twalla Haley                                  

Submitted by Twalla Haley, Senior Warden 



 

 

 

The Episcopal Church of the Annunciation 
1512 Meadows Lane (Corner of Cheney Dr. & Meadows Lane) 
PO Box 1311                     
Vidalia, GA 30475 
 

 

Rector:  The Very Rev. Denise Vaughn, Phone: (660) 973-9330;  

Email: rev.denisecvaughn@gmail.com 

Church Office Phone (912) 537-3776    

Church Office Fax (912) 537-0608 

Church Office Email: theannunciation@bellsouth.net           

Web Site:  http://www.annunciationvidalia.org 

Facebook Fan Page LIKE:  http://www.facebook.com/Annunciation-Episcopal-Church-Vidalia-GA 
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE: In-Person Sunday Service  
  8:00 am  Holy Eucharist 
10:30 am  Holy Eucharist 
          Mission Statement 

Mindful of God’s call to be His people, we, the parishioners of The Episcopal Church of the Annunciation,  

accept as our mission the growth and nurture of relationships with God, each other, and the community. 
 

                    Vision Statement 

Through our faith in God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit, we hope, pray, and work to share Christ’s love and  

to make a positive difference in the lives of each other, our community, and the world. 

 

 8:00 am Lector 
 

8:00 am 
 Eucharistic Minister 

10:30 a.m. Lector 10:30 am  
Eucharistic Minister 

December 3 Twalla Haley Rebecca Miller Larry Threlkeld Beverly Thompson 

December 10 Twalla Haley Rebecca Miller Hugh Jordan Harry Moses 

December 17 Twalla Haley Rebecca Miller Shannon Martin Jack Dell 

December 24 (10:30 am)  
No 8:00 am Service  

 
No 8:00 am Service 

Hugh Jordan, Shannon 
Martin, Martha Dekle , 

Larry Threlkeld &  
Rebecca Miller 

 
 

December 24 (5:00 pm)    5:00 pm Lector Josiah 
Perez & Sarah Solis 

Teresa Barrera-Edge 

December 31 No 8:00 am service No 8:00 am service Martha Dekle Rebecca Miller  
Officiant  

 Altar Guild Greeters/Bread & Wine Acolyte Alms/Usher 

December 3 Anne Roller Anne Roller Youth Anne Roller 

December 10 Christie Roller Christie Roller Youth Christie Roller 

December 17 Karen Hidalgo Karen Hidalgo Youth Karen Hidalgo 

December 24  
 

Karen Hidalgo Karen Hidalgo Youth Karen Hidalgo 

December 31 Morning Prayer Lynette Dell Greeter Youth  

 Special Reception Coffee or Lunch  Collection Counter 

December 3   Beverly Thompson/Martha Dekle 

December 10 Episcopal Church Women  
Christmas Cookie & Coffee Hour  

 Carol Rice / Hugh Jordan 

December 17   Jack Dell / Teresa Barrera-Edge 

December 24 Christmas Eve Reception  Beverly Thompson / Jane Hall Williams 

December 31   Martha Dekle / Jack Dell 

DECEMBER 2023 SUNDAY SERVER SCHEDULE 

 


