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“And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS.”  Luke 1:31  

The Episcopal Church of the Annunciation   

 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO  

PARTICIPATE IN OUR PARISH LIFE 
 

 

DOK Meeting, Monday, December 5, 11:30 pm 

at Rio Grande Restaurant 
 

Choir Practice, Monday, December 5, 5:30 pm 
 

Advent Study, Wednesday, December 7, 14, 21 

5:30 pm Soup & Bread Supper, 6:00 pm Study 
 

Community Chorus Christmas Program, 

Saturday, December 10, 7:30 pm @ Annunciation 
 

Memorial Service for Neill Baylor, Monday, December 12, 

11:00 am.  Reception following. 
 

ECW Meeting, Monday, December 12, 6:00 pm 
 

Angel Tree gifts due, Sunday, December 18 
 

Cookie Walk & Bake Sale, Sunday, December 18 
 

Vestry Meeting, Monday, December 19, 5:30 pm 
 

Caroling, Tuesday, December 20, 6:00 pm.  Christmas party  

after.  Everyone invited. 
 

Greening of the Church and decorating of Chrismon tree, 

Thursday, December 22, 10:00 am. 
 

Convocation Clericus, Thursday, December 22, 

10:00 am @ Annunciation 
 

Live Nativity at Grace United Methodist Church,  

Thursday, December 23, 6:00 pm 
 

 

Christmas Eve Services, Saturday, December 24, 

Children’s Christmas Pageant, 5:30 pm 

Christmas Eve Holy Eucharist II, 6:00 pm & 10:30 pm 
 

Christmas Day Service, Sunday, December 25, 9:00 am 

Holy Eucharist II, without music. 

Check out our Web site  
to find latest newsletter, calendar, sermons and more.  

Thank you to Scott Clements for his help in keeping website  
information updated.  



 
 

 

 

 

Dear People of the Annunciation, 

Amid the hustle and bustle of this season, we take time out in Advent to prepare for the coming of 
the Christ child in the manger and for the coming again of Christ as King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords at the end of time. We prepare ourselves by taking time to reflect on what it means to be a 
child of God who follows Christ our King. The Rt. Rev. Michael Curry, in his book Crazy Chris-
tians said, “to be a child of God means we have to be crazy enough to love like Jesus, to give like 
Jesus, to forgive like Jesus, to do justice, love mercy, walk humbly with God—like Jesus. Crazy 
enough to dare to change the world from the night mare it often is into something closer to the 
dream that God dreams for it.” “That dream of God is the motive for God’s involvement and God’s 
mission in the life of the world from the days of the Bible until now.” That dream of God, or the 
kingdom of God, is what Jesus talked about more than anything and it might come as a shock, 
wrote Presiding Bishop Curry, “but those of us called to that life are called to craziness, too”. 

That craziness we are called to asks us to “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptiz-
ing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit…” (Matthew 28:19-20) 
Making disciples is about sharing God’s love and allowing others to know it and share it. Archbish-
op Desmond Tutu wrote, “God sent us here to help God realize God’s dream of a new kind of soci-
ety—gentle, caring, compassionate, sharing.” The Catechism in our prayer book states God’s 
dream this way, “The mission of the Church is to restore all people to unity to God and each other 
in Christ.” The dream of God is about proclaiming the gospel, reaching out to serve others and in-
viting others to share in this faith. The question for us is how do we help make God’s dream a real-
ity? 

Mary Parmer, the guest speaker at Convention a few weeks ago, presented the Newcomer Minis-
try Project she developed for the Diocese of Texas titled: Invite, Welcome, Connect. She said, 
“Inviting, welcoming, and connecting persons into our congregations are vital steps toward building 
healthy and vibrant churches. We invite not only into a relationship with us but into a relationship 
with Jesus Christ.”  (You will hear more about Mary’s project in the months to come). God’s dream 
is that all will come to know the saving grace of Jesus Christ. As we enter more deeply into God’s 
purposes and plans, Presiding Bishop Curry says, “we will continually encounter this pattern of 
God reaching out to others, gathering, embracing, inviting.” The task of the Church then is one of 
radical welcoming and hospitality because people are hungry and yearning for the good news. 
This is the dream of God we are to rededicate ourselves to this Advent and let it be our mission. 

With the love of Christ, 

Denise+ 

 

  Advent Study 
      ‘The Journey: Walking the Road to Bethlehem’  

                   Begins Wednesday, November 30, and continues on December 7, 14, & 21. 
                                                            
 At 5:30 pm we begin with a light dinner of soup and bread. Then at 6:00pm, our journey with 
Adam Hamilton, a pastor in the United Methodist Church, begins as he travels on video from Naza-
reth to Bethlehem in this fascinating look at the birth of Jesus Christ.   Each exciting and informative 
session, filmed in the Holy Land, contains 10-15 minute video vignettes of Adam Hamilton retracing 
the actual path of Mary and Joseph's journey to Bethlehem. In his book and DVD, Pastor Hamilton 
takes us on a journey to better understand the events that led up to the birth of Jesus in a stable in 
Bethlehem; to see more clearly the theological significance of the Nativity; and to reflect upon the 
meaning of these events for our lives in group discussion. There will be a sign-up sheet in the nar-
thex to provide soup and to reserve a book. 



 
 

 

 

DEACON’S CORNER 
 

Today let’s talk about the FLU. More commonly referred to as Influenza, the flu is a contagious respiratory illness caused by 
viruses that infect the nose, throat and lungs. It can cause mild to severe illness, and at times can lead to death. The best 
way to prevent the flu is by getting the flu vaccine each year. 
 

Signs and symptoms of the flu are: 
Fever, or feeling feverish/chills 
Cough 
Sore throat 
Runny or stuffy nose 
Muscle or body ache 
Headache 
Fatigue 
Some people may have vomiting and diarrhea, though this is more common in children than adults. 
 

Most experts believe that flu viruses spread mainly by droplets made when people with flu cough, sneeze or talk.  These 
droplets can land in the mouth or noses of people who are nearby. Less often, a person might also get flu by touching a sur-
face or object that has flu virus on it and then touching their own mouth, eyes or possibly their nose. 
 

You may be able to pass on the flu to someone else before you know you are sick, as well as while you are sick. Most 
healthy adults may be able to infect others beginning a day before symptoms develop and up to 5-7 days after becoming 
sick. Some people, especially young children and people with weakened immune systems, might be able to infect others for 
an even longer time. 
 

The time from when a person is exposed to flu virus to when symptoms begin is about 1 to 4 days, with an average of about 
2 days. 
 

Complications can include bacterial pneumonia, ear infections, sinus infections, dehydration, and worsening of chronic medi-
cal conditions, such as congestive heart failure, asthma, or diabetes. 
 

Anyone can get the flu, even healthy people, and serious problems related to the flu can happen at any age.  Some people, 
though, are at high risk of developing serious flu related complications if they get sick. This includes people 65 years and 
older, people of any age with certain chronic medical conditions, such as asthma, diabetes, or heart diseases, pregnant 
women and young children. 
 

The first and most important step in preventing flu is to get a flu shot each year. CDC also recommends everyday preventa-
tive actions like staying away from people who are sick, covering coughs and sneezes and frequent hand washing, to help 
slow the spread of germs that cause respiratory illnesses like flu. 
It is very difficult to distinguish the flu from other viral or bacterial causes of respiratory illnesses on the basis of symptoms 
alone. There are tests available to diagnose the flu. 
 

So, avoid the awful symptoms of the flu, and get vaccinated. And, no, you cannot get the flu from a flu shot! 
 

What is the “proper” color of Advent – purple or blue? Advent means “coming or arrival,” and the 
reason for the season is anticipation and preparation for the birth of the Christ child and his second coming. 
While the traditional color for Advent is purple, there is a growing interest and acceptance of the color blue as 
an alternative to distinguish between Advent and Lent. Mainly because many Christian churches are shifting 
the emphasis of Advent from a penitential season, such as Lent, to a celebration of hope and anticipation. 
This new emphasis in no way takes away from the fact that Advent is also a time of preparation and intro-
spection. 
 
The use of blue in Advent is actually not new. Before the 12 century, blue in Advent was used in the Western 
Church. Early art shows church leaders in ornately decorated blue robes. Shades of blue symbolize royalty, 
the coming of the King, hope, the night sky before the dawn, the sea before creation, and Mary. This Advent 
we have introduced blue vestments, and pulpit and lectern hangings. They are intended to help us mark Ad-
vent as a distinct season because Advent is more than penitence. 
 
 The blue in Advent is meant to inspire in us the hope of faith, and to encourage us to keep watch for the 
promised light of Christ to break over the horizon, changing night into day, darkness into light, and filling our 
lives and world with a holy and righteous splendor. But, no matter the color, purple or blue, both call us to live 
lives of faithfulness in this time before the coming of our Lord. 
 
Denise + 



 
 

 

 

                Cookie Walk and Bake Sale   
       Sunday, December 18 to benefit Cory’s Kidney Fund 
 

If you would like to participate in the Cookie Walk and Bake Sale, please make two dozen or 
more of your favorite Christmas Cookie’s (or other baked goods) and bring them to the church 
office in an air tight labeled container by Thursday, December 15, or bring them on Sunday, De-
cember 18 ready to swap. If you wish to purchase cookies, a bag and glove will be given to you. 
Then, walk around the table containing the festive cookies and fill up your bag. Cookies, hot ci-
der and punch will be provided for your enjoyment as you shop for your cookies and/or other 
baked goods. 
 

                                                Christmas Caroling  
Tuesday, December 20 and everyone is invited.  Please meet at the church no later than 5:45 
pm. There will be a Christmas party with pizza and goodies after.  
 

                      Greening of the Church and Decorating of the Chrismon Trees 
Please come join the fun on Thursday, December 22 at 10:00am. Everyone is invited to help. 
 

 

Christmas Eve Services 
5:30 pm Children’s Christmas Pageant 

6:00 pm Holy Eucharist Rite II 
10:30 pm Holy Eucharist Rite II 

 

Christmas Day 
    9:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II without music 

 

 

                                  Baptism of Dominic Nelson Martin 
Please join Morgan, Seth and family on Sunday, January 1 at the 10:30 service for the bap-
tism of their son. There will be cake and punch after the service. 

 
 

ECW Angel Tree  
 

ECW is again sponsoring the Angel Tree this Christmas season. The Angel Tree, with wishes 
for children and families assigned to us by the local Salvation Army, is located in the narthex. 
Take one or more “angels” to help with this Christmas outreach project; write your name and 
family letter from ornament on the sign-up sheet; and return ornament(s) with gift(s) by Sunday, 
December 18. Thank you.   

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=cookie+walk+fundraiser&view=detailv2&&id=01798F54963EF13DC93E7BFA18AF0DB4E517C894&selectedIndex=10&ccid=YVY2KQyb&simid=608031941460231821&thid=OIP.M615636290c9bfc76fa41e06fe6fd694do0


 
 

 

 Vestry Meeting Minutes – Annunciation –  October 24, 2016 at 6 pm 
 
Members Present:  Jennifer Martinez, Latrelle Stockton, Beverly Thompson, Sherron Threlkeld, Bobby Hamilton, Reverend 
Denise Vaughn 
 
Members Absent:  Zack Fowler, Donnie Alderman 
 
Deacon Present:  Reverend Deacon Burt Derrick; Clerk Absent:  Della Richards; Treasurer Present:  Anne Roller 
 
Meeting called to order with Prayer and Meditation led by Rev. Denise Vaughn. 
 
September 2016 Vestry Meeting Minutes were reviewed; Sherron moved to approve minutes, 2

nd
 by Latrelle, motion 

passed.   
 
Treasurer’s Report:  (Anne)  Financial report indicates typical income and expenses for this time of year. Anne needed clar-
ification about which fund will be used to do gutter work, sheetrock repair, and painting in Parish Hall – General Building 
Maintenance Fund will be used first; any over that available amount will come from Restricted Building Repair and Mainte-
nance Fund.  Bobby moved to approve September 2016 financial report, 2

nd
 by Sherron, motion passed. 

 
Business: 

1. VIC sign-up for November was completed. 

2. Possible nominees for Vestry were discussed. 
Commitment Sunday and All Saints’ Day will be celebrated with a potluck lunch on November 6

th
. 

 
Senior Warden’s Report:  (Beverly)  Food Talk participants will be interviewed by UGA Expanded Food and Nutrition Pro-
gram for a video that will be used to promote the Food Talk Program on October 27

th
 here on church grounds.  The out-

reach committee has made much progress on the St. Francis Pet Memorial Garden; many thanks to committee members 
including Sherron Threlkeld - chair, Rev. Denise, Dcn. Burt, Harry Moses, Donnie Alderman, Carol Rice, Therisa Ingley, 
Terry Yates, and Jack Dell.  Reverend Denise’s one-year anniversary with us is approaching on first Sunday in November 
(All Saints Day). 
 
Junior Warden’s Report:  (Bobby)  New gutter is up on Parish Hall.  Work on back wall (to repair water damaged area) of 
Parish Hall is occurring. 
  
Deacon’s Report:  (Rev. Deacon Burt) – Burt will be graduating shortly from Sewanee EFM program.  He suggests that An-
gel Tree might include some of our outreach families. 
 
Rector’s Report:  (Rev. Denise)  Jen Martinez and Della Richards are unable to attend Diocesan Convention in August on 
11/11-12/2016; Beverly Thompson and Rebecca Miller as well as Rev. Denise will attend as representatives of Annuncia-
tion.  Central Convocation met recently at Annunciation and discussed the following:  1) Fund-raiser is needed before 
Shrove Tuesday, February 2017, to make donation to the Diocesan Capital Campaign.  2) Alcohol-use policy has been de-
veloped for our Diocese.  On Commitment Sunday - November 6

th
, pledge cards will be submitted, ECW Blue Boxes are 

due, All Saints Day will be celebrated, and a potluck lunch will be served. On November 13, Lillian Estelle Champion will be 
baptized during the 10:30 service, followed by a reception.  Operation Christmas Shoeboxes will be packed on 11/13/2016, 
to be turned into area church on 11/21/16.  Angel tree will be up on 11/27/2016.  Advent wreaths will be made after 10:30 
am service on 11/27.  Advent study begins November 30

th 
with supper at 5:30 p.m. and study beginning at 6:00 pm.  Blue 

altar hangings have been purchased in memory of Elaine Tharpe, and will be used during Advent.  ECW meets on 11/14 at 
6 pm in Parish Hall.  Powerwise says that some paperwork is missing; we will have to resubmit application next summer; 
fee has already been paid.  Area Thanksgiving service will be held on 11/20 at 6 pm at First Baptist Church of Vidalia.  Ves-
try will meet at 5:30 pm on Monday 11/21/2016.    
 
Ministry Area Reports:  Fellowship (Latrelle) – Block Party/Fall Festival was enjoyed on October 15 with around 30 attend-
ing.  Pastoral Care (Latrelle) – Prayers and assistance continue for parishioners.  Grounds/Buildings (Bobby) – already cov-
ered.  Worship (Zack) –  Community Chorus Choir will hold Christmas Concert at Annunciation on 12/10/2016.  Outreach/
Mission (Sherron) – Committee will meet on 11/8 at 5:30 pm.  Newcomers/Visitors (Sherron) – Committee meeting will be 
held 11/14 at 5:30 pm; several things are in process:  nametags, mugs, volunteers to be welcomers.  Christian Formation 
(Denise/Beverly) – already covered.  Administration (Denise/Beverly) – already covered. Stewardship (Donnie) – Campaign 
in process and will culminate on Commitment Sunday, November 6

th
.  Young Adults and Families – (Jennifer) Game 

night in the future. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm with prayer. 
 
Beverly Thompson for Della Richards, Clerk 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Parish Prayer List 

We pray for the safety and security of 

The United States of America and especially those serving our country: 
Sarah Rosser cousin of the Jenkins and Yates families, now serving in the military.  
Chris Borden, cousin of Jerry Yates, serving in the Marines. 
Cpt. Bryce Markiewicz, grandson-in-law of Phyllis & Jerry Roan, deployed to Afghanistan. 
 
We add to the Prayer List this week 

Thanksgiving for safe birth of baby Bentley on November 30. 
 
We continue Prayers for. 

Della Richards, healing following surgery. 
Janie Moxley, high school friend of Johanna Derrick, recovering from surgery.   
Max Manry, for comfort and healing. 
Angelica Scoggin, relative of Ann Bowman and Karen Hildago, for healing. 
Joseph Fazio, brother of Ann Bowman, for healing from a heart attack 
Cory Williams, needs a kidney transplant, pray for a kidney.  
Sue Nickl, friend of the Yates, for healing and comfort.  
Bev Nichols, for healing.   
Jimmy Gillis, for healing 
Roy Stewart, for successful back surgery. 
Phyllis Bowen, sister-in-law of Beverly Thompson, for healing. 
Luke Smith, for healing.. 
Webb Gillis, 2-yr old grandson of Charles & Shirley Gillis. 
Fran Williams, friend of Della Richards, for successful treatments and renewed health. 
Lorraine Kight, sister-in-law of Della Richards, for good test results. 
 

Prayers for those who suffer with long-term illness 

Blanche Reaves, mother of Glenn Reaves, for comfort and healing. 
Rob Bowen, nephew of Beverly Thompson, for healing.  
Christopher Bowen, Beverly Thompson’s nephew, for healing.  
Abby Wilson, 18 years old, for healing.  
Johanna Derrick, for healing. 
 

Prayers for those who suffer from age related illnesses, and for the care-givers 

Jeanne Greene Day, for comfort. 
Carolyn and Jan Sodergren, Margaret Fullam’s parents, adjusting to assisted living and dealing  
with their illnesses.  
Patton Gillis, and for care-giver, Karen Gillis.  
Carl Benhase, father of Bishop Benhase, as he deals with health issues; in hospice. 
Patricia Gillis, mother of Patrice Jordan, for comfort and healing.  
Leone Johnson, Donnie Alderman’s mother, for healing. 
Ruth Jenkins, at Oxley Park, for comfort and healing. 
 
 

 
If you know of someone who should be added to this list, or someone who should be  
removed, please contact the Church office:  537-3776 or  theannunciation@bellsouth.net  

December Birthdays:   Harry Moses lst; Jerry Roan 2nd; Christie Roller 12th; Dyson Ingley 13th;  
Libby Bibb 14th; Terry Yates 20th; Carol Rice 23rd. 

 
December Anniversaries:  Dennis & Therise Ingley 19th;  

Larry & Susan Threlkeld 30th. 
 

If your name is not listed, please contact Church office. 



 
 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

 

  
 
 
 

 1 2 
 
 

Office 
closed 

3 

4    2nd Sunday of  
Advent 

 
8:00am Holy Eucharist I 

9:30am Adult Education 
9:45am Children’s  

Sunday School 
10:30am Nursery Available 

10:30am Holy Eucharist I 

 

5 
 
 
11:30 am 
DOK  
Meeting @ 
Rio Grande 

 
 
5:30 pm 
Choir  
Practice 

6 7 
 
 

Advent 
Study 

5:30 Soup 
Dinner 

6:00 Study 
begins 

 
 

8 9 
 
 

Office 
closed 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 

Community 
Chorus 
Christmas 
Program  @ 
Annunciation 

11   3rd Sunday of 
Advent 

 

8:00am Holy Eucharist I 
9:30am Adult Education 

9:45am Children’s  
Sunday School 

10:30am Nursery Available 
10:30am Holy Eucharist I 

 

 

12 
 
11:00 am 
Memorial 
Service 
Neill Baylor 
Reception 

following 
 
6:00 pm 
ECW 
Meeting 
 

13 14 
 

Advent 
Study 

5:30 Soup 
Dinner 

6:00 Study 

begins 

15 
 

16 
 
 
 

Office 
closed 

17 
 

Angel Tree 

Gifts due 

Sunday, 

12/18 

18    4th Sunday of 
Advent 

 
8:00am Holy Eucharist I 
9:30am Adult Education 

9:45am Children’s  
Sunday School 

10:30am Nursery Available 
10:30am Holy Eucharist I  

 

ECW Coffee Hour 
 

Cookie Walk &  
Bake Sale to benefit 

Cory Williams Kidney 
Fund 

 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30 pm 
Vestry 
Meeting 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 pm  
Caroling  
With Christ-
mas Party 
after.  Every-
one invited. 

21 
 
 
 

Advent 
Study 

5:30 Soup 

Dinner 
6:00 Study 

begins 

22 
 
10:00 am 
Greening of 
The Church, 
Decorating 

of Chrismon  
Trees 

 
 
10:00 am 
Convocation 
Clericus  @ 
Annuncia-
tion 
 

23 
 

Office 
closed 

 
 
6:00 pm 
Live  
Nativity @ 
Grace Unit-
ed 
Methodist 
Church 

24 
5:30 pm 
Children’s 
Christmas 
Pageant 
 
6:00 pm 
Christmas 
Eve Holy 
Eucharist II 
 
10:30 pm 
Christmas 

Eve Holy 
Eucharist II 

25    Christmas Day     
 
 

9:00am  
Holy Eucharist II 

Without music 

26 
 
 
 

Office 
closed 

27 28 
 

 

29 30 
 
 
 

Office 
closed 

 

 
 

31 

December 2016 



 
 

 

 The Episcopal Church of the Annunciation 
1512 Meadows Lane (Corner of Cheney Dr. & Meadow Ln) 
PO Box 1311                     
Vidalia, GA 30475 
 

 

Rector:  The Rev. Denise Vaughn, Phone: (660) 973-9330; Email: rev.denisecvaughn@gmail.com 

Deacon:  The Rev. Dcn. Burt Derrick, Phone: (912) 293-3308; Email: jburtd@outlook.com 

Church Office Phone (912) 537-3776    

Church Office Fax (912) 537-0608 

Church Office Email: theannunciation@bellsouth.net           

Web Site:  http://www.annunciationvidalia.org 

Facebook Fan Page LIKE:  http://www.facebook.com/Annunciation-Episcopal-Church-Vidalia-GA 
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE:  
  8:00 am  Holy Eucharist 
  9:30 am—10:15 am Adult Christian Education 
10:30 am  Holy Eucharist 
  9:45 am -10:15 am Children Aged 2-9 Christian Education (Sunday School Room, Office Bldg) 
Nursery offered to small children during 10:30 a.m. service (Nursery room, Office Bldg) 

 
 

Mission Statement 
Mindful of God’s call to be His people, we, the parishioners of The Episcopal Church of the Annunciation, accept 

as our mission the growth and nurture of relationships with God, each other, and the community. 
 

Vision Statement 
Through our faith in God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit, we hope, pray, and work to share Christ’s love and to make 

a positive difference in the lives of each other, our community, and the world. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 8:00 am Lector 8:00 Euch. Min.  10:30 a.m. Lector 10: 30 a.m. Eucharistic Minister 

December 4 Wes Chapman Rebecca Miller Patti Williams Harry Moses 

December 11 Zack Fowler Rebecca Miller Larry Threlkeld Jack Dell 

December 18 Donnie Alderman Rebecca Miller Hugh Jordan Beverly Thompson 

 9:00 am Lector    

December 25 Zack Fowler    

 Altar Guild 
 

Greeters/ Bread/Wine  Cross Bearer/Acolyte Vestryman in Charge 

December 4 Jackie Moses John-Christie Roller, Carol Rice Matt Norton/Eleanor Martinez Bobby Hamilton 

December 11 Anne Fowler Sherron Threlkeld Matt Norton/Eleanor Martinez Sherron Threlkeld 

December 18 Lynette Dell Harry & Jackie Moses Matt Norton/Eleanor Martinez Latrelle Stockton 

 Special Reception Coffee or LUNCH Alms 

December 4  Hugh Jordan 

December 11  Bobby Hamilton 

December 18 Coffee Hour       Cookie Walk & Bake Sale to benefit  
             Cory Williams Kidney Fund 

Jerry Yates 

DECEMBER 2016 SUNDAY SERVER SCHEDULE 


